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Gregg Township Board of Supervisors 
Special Townhall Meeting 

December 5, 2018 
 
 

A special townhall meeting was held on December 5, 2018 at 106 School Street, Suite 106, Spring Mills PA with 
Chair Keri Miller, Douglas Bierly and Charles Stover in attendance.  

CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Miller called the duly advertised special townhall meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. followed by the pledge of 
allegiance. This special township meeting was primarily called for the purpose of advising the public of the 
current State of the Township.   

Chair Miller read a prepared speech (see attached). Supervisor Bierly also read a prepared speech (see 
attached) after which Chair Miller opened the floor to any comments or questions for the BOS.   

OPEN FLOOR 

Gil Morrison, Spring Mills, addressed Supervisor Stover and asked him directly how he has avoided being 
named on any Right to Know (RTK) request and what he plans to do about the budget deficit.  Supervisor 
Stover had no answer for why he was not named on RTK requests nor gave any solutions to the budget deficit.  
Mr. Morrison suggested that Township taxpayers cease to do business with the Groves and send them a 
message that they cannot attack our community.  

Pat Leary, Spring Mills, stated that he had received a letter from the Grove’s, which was postmarked from 
Minneapolis. The letter was asking him to join a neighborhood networking group. He was concerned about 
this.  

Several attendees, from the audience, requested that the individuals in attendance, who were said to be 
responsible for the majority of the RTK request in recent years, offer an explanation as to why the large 
number of requests were submitted. 

Jennifer Cromwell, Spring Mills, addressed the BOS and stated she felt uncomfortable with the meeting.  As a 
former teacher, she has strong feelings about bullying and felt this meeting was verging on incitement to more 
bullying.  She asked how a meeting could be called on such short notice and would like to see this meeting 
focus on the PVEMS and taxes instead of an anti-Grove meeting.   

Dawn Harpster, Spring Mills, questioned the BOS and asked if they had any idea as to why these RTK requests 
are being filed. Chair Miller answered and said that the law does not allow a township to ask a requestor why 
they want the information they seek.  Ms. Harpster stated she has lived here her whole life and has never 
questioned her elected officials, has never needed to.  She voiced her concerns about the secretary leaving her 
position and how this will cost the township even more money.  She addressed Michelle Grove and stated that 
the township has a right to know why she is filing these requests. 

Jim Smith, Spring Mills, noted that he was present two years ago when a one mill tax increase was put into 
place. The last tax increase was 1995.  He stated that the Groves were upset with this tax increase and began 
their harassment.  

Michelle Grove, Spring Mills, reluctantly spoke to the group with two comments. One that she welcomes 
anyone to talk to her privately and number two, she isn’t the one taking the township to court.  

Rebecca Shoalmire, Spring Mills, announced that she isn’t originally from the township but has lived here nine 
years.  Addressing Ms. Grove, she stated that she doesn’t understand why she is doing this and suggested that 
if Ms. Grove would tell them all what the problems are, the community could help to address them.   

Chair Miller reminded those in attendance to direct their comments and questions to the BOS. 
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Cathryn Smith, Spring Mills, appreciates the opportunity this meeting affords for residents and BOS to speak 
openly. She is concerned about the RTK requests and reiterated that the township has a right to have an open 
discussion about the requests.  She suggested getting a mediator to work through these issues.   

Chair Miller stated that this special meeting was called as an emergency meeting and was advertised properly.   

Erica Husser, Spring Mills, informed those in attendance that she has lived in the area 6 years and served on 
the Gregg 2025 committee. She gave a brief history of the work of the Gregg 2025 committee.  She agreed that 
getting a mediator may be helpful and she challenged everyone to sit down and work together to move 
forward. 

Lynn Wheeland stated that she has lived in Gregg Township, the village of Spring Mills, for five years. She 
emphasized how this is a great community to live in and her twelve-year-old son never wants to move away.  
She thanked the BOS for their service.  

Eric Kroner, Spring Mills, compared the situation here in Gregg Township to the wildfires in California, where a 
group of people who had good intent caused the loss of homes and lives. He explained that all want a safe 
place to live where government is open.  The danger with society is people with good intent take advantage of 
the law to get what they want.  He agrees everyone has a right to be heard. Everyone has a right to use the law 
but when they use it as a weapon it affects the whole community.  He would like to see Casey and Michelle 
Grove work with the township to resolve their issues. He does not want to see the township lose their 
secretary.  He is married to the Potter Township secretary and recognizes the role they play in the township. 
He asked the community to get involved and support Ms. Snyder. He asked her to rescind her job offer and 
continue to work for the township.   

Jim Miller, Spring Mills, announced he is the father-in-law of Chair Miller; however, he is speaking as a 
resident. He mentioned the 90 RTK requests this year and would like to know what information has been 
requested.  He stated that the Groves have no right to bully, send hateful email to his daughter-in-law and 
employees of the township. This is out of line.   

Rebecca Schoalmire, Spring Mills, again addressed the BOS and asked how to change the RTK law.  She stated a 
change requiring requestors to state the reasons for their requests would be appropriate. Chair Miller 
answered stating that this is a fine line because our information is your information. She suggests that 
community members contact members of the legislature with your concerns.   

Erica Husser, Spring Mills, read from the PA Office of Open Records RTK Citizen’s Law Guide where is states, 
“Agencies are to ensure that citizens are provided access to records to which they are entitled. Equally 
important, Requestors are to use good judgement in seeking records from the public body and not use this law 
to harass or overburden a public body from performing its other functions.” 

Scott Breon, Spring Mills, informed the group that he is the Gregg Township Fire Chief. He wanted residents to 
know that they are in the same boat financially as the PVEMS which is the reason they do so many fundraisers.  
They are not supported by a fire tax.  They welcome new members.  

Jenny Rider (comments read by Chair Miller, see attached)  

Becky Coursen, Spring Mills, directed her concern to the BOS that regardless of the RTK requests, the township 
is still over-budget. She asked if there was anything the township can do to offset this shortage without raising 
taxes.  Chair Miller reiterated that there has only been one tax increase since 1996. When a grant is applicable, 
the township has applied and been awarded some funding.  

ADJOURNMENT: Chair Miller thanked everyone for their time and comments. The meeting was adjourned at 
8:24 p.m.  
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Respectfully Submitted By, 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Jennifer Snyder, CGA 
Secretary/Treasurer/Right to Know Officer 
Gregg Township, Centre County 


